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BIGGIN PARISH COUNCIL 
Biggin, Sherburn in Elmet, North Yorkshire, LS25 6HJ 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly of Biggin Parish Council  
on Wednesday 14th May 2025  

at Eversley Park Centre, Low Street, Sherburn in Elmet, LS25 6BA. 
 

The meeting opened at 6.30pm 
 
In the Chairman’s seat:  Cllr Richard Anderson, and in attendance, Georgina Ashton, 

Clerk to the Council 
Residents attended:  6 residents 
Councillors present:  Cllr V Earle, Cllr C Hartley and Cllr J Lamb. 
 
 

1. Minutes of the last Annual Meeting (Wednesday 15 May 2024) 
Resolution: the Minutes of the last Parish Assembly held on Wednesday 15th 
May 2024 were agreed and approved. 
 

2. Matters Arising 
None. 
 

3. Report of the Chairman covering the activities of the Parish Council followed by any 
questions 

 
Unfortunately, Cllr Kaiper Holmes was unable to attend the meeting but his report was 
shared with residents in his absence. 
 
Chairman’s report of activities 2024-2025 

When I took over as Chair of Biggin Parish Council, I anticipated a fairly comfortable set 
of things to deal with. Well, the past year has proved just how wrong I could have been! 

Almost the entire period covered by this report has been taken up with opposing the 
flagrant planning breaches at Bridge House Farm and the consequent liaison with NYC, 
local County Councillors, Local MPs and adjoining Parish and Town Councils, coupled 
with briefing planning experts and solicitors.  All of this following Enforcement Orders, 
Highways reports, Environment Agency reports, Forestry Commission interest and a 
whole host of other agencies and sources in response to continual and ungranted 
development of the Bridge House site. 
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Hopefully, we are now nearing the end of this struggle as a date has been set for the 
Planning Inspector’s Hearing in July of this year.  They say that there is something good 
in all things and what has been outstanding in all of this has been the support, both 
vocal and financial, of the Parishioners who have attended meetings in previously 
unheard-of numbers to voice their concerns and who have put in lucid and considered 
written objections to the Selby Planning officers. 

Above and beyond all of this has been the absolutely phenomenal work and input – and 
indeed, leadership – we have benefited by from our Parish Clerk. I cannot praise her 
input too highly or the amount of research and people she has had to deal with in order 
to put together a set of unbelievably detailed and considered papers on behalf of us all. 
She has done this when her income from her annual stipend is less than a solicitor’s 
charge for a few hours work!  Regardless of the outcome of this process, the whole 
village should be grateful to her. How she does all of that in 4 hours per month is a 
mystery to us all! 

We had yet another development that could impact on village life in the proposed 
development of a solar farm in Little Fenton. Again, the combined involvement and one 
voice attitude of the Parishioners was outstanding in objecting, in particular, to the 
proposed vehicular routes in and out of the site. The Highways Department has already 
recommended refusing planning in view of the poorly laid out and possibly dangerous 
route proposed for traffic in and out of the site. We still wait to see final approval or 
otherwise of this Application. 

On other fronts, there has been relative quiet but we should finally be getting and 
spending our S106 money to spend on Welcome signs to the village and some tree 
planting.  We have been grateful for the grass cutting that has been undertaken by a 
Parishioner, George Hill in the absence of anyone able to fulfil this role on an affordable 
paid basis. 

In other matters, the defibrillator is in working order and regularly checked for pad and 
battery life by Councillor Anderson. 

We were happy to see Victoria Earle co-opted to the Council to replace Martin Maltas 
and she has been very active, especially in opposing the Bridge House planning 
applications and liaising with the Community Police Officers. 

An application submitted to register The Blacksmith’s Arms as an Asset of Community 
Value (ACV) has been successful which should benefit the whole of the community if 
the pub should ever be considered for sale. 
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The precept set was £1613.15 for last financial year (24/25) with a closing balance as 
of 31 March 2025 of £532.21.  The Annual Governance and Accounting Return has been 
forwarded to the internal auditors and will be ready for sign off at the next meeting.  The 
Clerk had completed our first VAT return where we received £1,446.80 in the first week 
in April.  For the first time, this year our precept instalment will be paid in 2 halves in 
April and September, with a total precept request of £5,688.15 for this financial year. 

My thanks, as always, to the Councillors and Parishioners for their support and input 
and, especially to the Clerk for her continued unstinting assistance and informed 
advice in what has been at one and the same time, a difficult but uplifting year. Let us 
all hope that all of that unity and hard work pays off in the coming months and we see 
the end of this blot on our landscape. 

Neil Kaiper-Holmes Chairman, 2024-25 

 
4. Points for discussion raised by electors 

 
Resident 1 – attended the Ulleskelf Parish Council meeting a couple of months ago.  A huge 
number of residents attended the meeting to purely discuss the unauthorised development 
at Leeds East Airport.  Ulleskelf PC wish to sue NYC for their lack of enforcement at the site 
and prolonged / sustained flagrant planning breaches depicted by LEA.  However, there 
appears to be an apathy by residents as at the next meeting there were only 3 parishioners.  
This demonstrates that the “voice of the village” has had an extremely positive impact on 
the progression of enforcement in Biggin in the last 12 months – thanks to all. 
 
Concerns that there needs to be some resident comments on the latest application at Bridge 
House, Biggin as there is a new case officer for this application.  Currently 4 comments on 
the portal.    
 
Resident 2 – at the last meeting representatives from the Parish Council, explained that the 
Council were attending a meeting with NYC. 
 

The meeting closed at 6.59pm 
 
 
Signed: ________________________ 
 
 
Dated:  ________________________ 
 

 


